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CALCUTTA—It

seems hard to be-

day there

lieve that in this civilized

should exist an¥where such prepos-
1lerous +h=urdities as are practiced in
India in the name of religion. Al-
though England has ruled hepe for
more than a century, and the protes-
tant missionary societies have 8ps
upwards of hundred milllon gold
dollars in trying to make converts (o
Christianity, the mass of the people
still adhere to the ridiculous practices |
of the ancients We find them wWor-|

shiping snakes and monkeys and held

in awe by

tans and sorcerers, Although the
sage of the
it has affected India so little that the
the banks of

for

Nazarene has gone afar,

burned on

the sacred river or left
devour.

dead are still
in towers
the vultures to

The szcrificial goat is tethered in the
temple vard as in the days of the pal-
riarchs and the people are held in sub-
jection by the fear that the priests will

pronounce curses upon them similar
to that which the Scriptures tell us
Noah visited upon his son Ham, Su-

perstition is so rife that when a Hindua
starts fo work in the morning, if his
path is crossed by a cat or a snake or

a jackal he considers it an evil omen
and is quite likely to postpone the
business until another day. Laborers
frequently return from the field and

put up their oxen for no other reason
than this.
FICTION WRITERS OUTDONE.
The four marvelous books which the

Brahmins wrote were inscribed on
pages of gold, and the most versatile
fiction writer of modern times could

not produce more fanciful nor elabor-

ate tales than these works contain. In
them it is stated that near the center
of the continent of India there is a

mountain of gold 144000 miles high.
on the thousand summits of which the
gods have fixed their permanent abode
At the foot of this mountain grows
tree which Is 90000 feet high and S.000
feet in circumference, The juice of
the fruit of this tree, which falls of ils
own accord when ripe, forms a large
river which flows toward the west andc
which possesses the power of convert-
ing everything it touches into gold. It
is written here that God embodies the
form of a white pig.

One of the old stories in these time-
honored volumes tells of a man wWho
was possessed with evil spirits. Wh=
this unfortunate was finally delivered
of his torment a flock of crows filew om
of his person. In testimony of the un-
doubted power of sorcery it is related
that at a certain feast a wizard, by ut-
tering some mystic words, turned all
the dishes into frogs. By pronouncing
the words backward the frogs became
dishes again, and the banguet wem
merrily on. A favorite recipe for
visiting disaster upon an enemy
gather a quantity of mud from sixty-

js to

four different filthy places, knead it
together with hair, nail pairings and
bits of leather, then mould it into a
small figure. Across the FPreast of

this image is written the name of th=
hated person. After this certain words
and spells are repeated. When this
is done the planet is supposed to take
possession of the unfortunate person
against whom the ineantations are di-
rected. and he is exposed to a thous-
and ills.

OLD RELIGIOUS SHELL GAME,

There is no trick to which Brahmin
priests will not resort in order to ex-
cite the fervor of the worshipers, and
thus enrich themselves by the offerings
of the ignorant. Although the oracle
is out of date in most countries where
pagan priests impose upon the people,
it is still worked in India with great
success. Sometimes the idol itself ad-
dresses the awe-struck crowd of people
who listen with their hearts in their

the false pretenses of charla- |

mes- ;

mouth as the image of stone finda |

People Worship Snakes
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with dread-

voice angd threatens
L proe

ful 1
ings Is not Increased. Often the idol
will issue a o
people

them

punishments if their fow

OfFor-
wiation

its

faat 3y Liler
do not increase bounty it
will withdraw protection from them
and decamp in search of a more appre-
ciative and ZENErous
The poor dubes unable
stand that some cunning
cealed inside the stone fAgure and that

CONSIITHEN SV,
to under-

rozue is con-

are

it Is his veoice they hear.
Another device of the priests to in-
crease the revenue of the temple is to

hind the hands and feet of an idol with

chaing. When the people arrive and
find the deity in this condition it is
announced that cruel creditors have
brought about this humiliation be-
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THE SACRED CITY OF BENARES.

stricken with
waorshipers will find the priests chaf-
the temples and head

strange drugs and

the idol gickness
the goa

decoctions,

OfF

with

[-eling its pulse from time to time, ;[:1‘l|

a1l » while oo rino = ies - TR T - p— - - 5
all the while wearinz a mien of gravest CRAZY ACTS OF VOTARIES.
ipprehes slon In response to the in- - ;
quires of the people ! the -l!i'hltl : The belief that generosity and physi-
ires sonle : jests an- | h
] : pi i AN=1 cal ordeal are the means of winning
nounce that tha idol has lost heart at v as g ' - .
- . : “ () O the ZOUs I8 80 general
the absencve of generosity on the part Lo : >
1‘“ I fevor e Inel 3 h R | that many worshipers give themselves
¥ itSs devotees ani AacHEs L » ‘ “LEC 3
: e : ' 1CRS Lhe COUTARC | over to disgusting and ridiculous acts
to resist the iilness which has beset it. | ' fanaticism The f{orr hiz vell
. i { «An: CI1Sm. ¥ orms tnis relig-
A great scurry ensaes and presents | = =
i o ip;g‘ % . ai:; g = ious frenzy takes are innumerable.
ana offerings soon Vo arrive 4 i =
{ : . ii ti [t :‘- ” r”;l |-""“lllt-‘ltnn-.-= # notary will vow to sit
*0Ol g Y o =] ¥ er *Nic % - =
it] »1:1 IH:[: (_l':""" ‘;“' "1\ ]' 4 :'l s u‘i | stil in a chair for six months, while
dal SnoWws signs o convalescence ans . =
i ventnally rest 1 to healtl | another will measure his length alons
S ever i r Stored eaitn, | . S
One n 1‘1.‘1 f stimul 1Li1; s56 . | the ground for miles in token of his
1ethc [ st ke r A sense | R
na - i "' . E & n'«.( I submission to some particular idol
of awe and obidience in the populace is Vibhaia 'ara wihpne et have hil
G REGEGEEEEE '3'@(3‘\ | 2 ‘_ ar ofner who HLVE Jeldd one
O 0.00.000000000K larm in the air over their heads for
| vears, until the joints became sSLUIT ant
| til ti t i 1

|
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BRAHMIN PRIEST AT PRAYER.

0000
cause the god is unable to pay money
whichh it had borrowed in a time of
great need. Touched with compassion
for the embarrassment of the idol, the
people from far and near pour in Col-
tributions, As snoon as the stipulateld

sum is forthcoming the shackleg fall
from the idol amid great rejoicing
from the waorshipers, who congratu-

late themesselves upon having extricated
the image from its dilemma. In some
temples silver chains are used to bind
the gods.
HOW TO AN TIDOL.

Still anothey effective ruse is to have
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to send forth a charlatan who falls into
convulsiong and terrifies the onlookers

by his fearful contortions and grim-
aces These spasms are intermittent
and between spells the fakir will tell
the crowd that he is possessed of a
devil as a punishment for not regard-
ing the advice of a priest. After ex-

horting the multitude to profit by the
terrible example which he affords
them and never to disobey the priests.
he falls into another fit, and the sim-
pletons who surround him shake their
heads gravely and vow never to ques-
tion the words of their spiritual advis-
ers again. It goes without saying that
the sufferings of the fakir are imagin-
ary and that the whnle performance is

mereiy a clever pieee of buncombe,

The |

™

o |

-

| cious stones, other valuable gifts
| In case where a person’s eye or ea.
is affected it the usual
offer the idol a small image of the dis-
eased part fashioned

or

is custom to

in gold or silver.

nails curved inward and
through the hands. Some will
their jaws together with wire
and take no food into mouth ex-
cept in liguid form. Enthusiasts are
:nl'ten met who have vowed leave
{ their hair untouched for months. These
present a disgusting sight, as their
tangzlied shocks are one mass of filth
and vermin. Some vow to go naked
in to thelr devations, and
there even instances where a mis-
guided fanatic has cuat off half his
| tongue and offered it to an idol—all
in the name of religion.

One of the
is snuke worship. .The holes
mounds where the reptiles are likely
(o be found are visited from time to
time in order to leave milk, eggs, ban-
and other food which a snake
likely fancy. If a reptile enters
is not killed, but

the uncut
| ETew

fitsten
the

L

order show

alre

practices

in the

most dangerous

1A

Wollid

is protected

i home it

nd Ted, thoneh ite presence is a con-
stant mena<e to the lives of the whole
family. KFwven if it should kill one or

mare members of the household, sacri-
would still be offered to it daily.
mp'es ahound where snakes are kent

for the convinience of worshipers,
{ and on account of the protection which
i is thus afforded them the reptiles mul-

fices
| 7

tiply until the whole neighborhood is
alive with them. Anyone who would
cven suggest destroving them would

he in disgraca with the whole com-

/| munity.

OBSERVING THE PUJA,

i The religious festivals called Pujas
| are observed with a sentiment which
approaches raving ardor. During
the time of theds demonstrations the
entire population refrains from work
and gives itself over to unmitigated
carousals, The program
erecting an image of some particular
idol, to which offerings of eviery sort
are given and sacrifices of goats are
made, After the image has been prop-
erly feted on land, the revelation form
a procession to the bank of the river,
| where an excursion on the water fol-
lows. After this idol Is dumped
overboard thus passing
to paradise,

consists

the

One of the popular deities is ‘[‘mr,s:';l..:l

WIZARDS TEST THEIR SKILL. |inhe ten-armed goddess, carrving in her
Anothier proceeding which always | numerous hands as Il'a.*ﬂ\" different
araouses great interest and serves to | weapons, viz: sword, :3;:'_:-:-%', lanoce,
awe all who witness it, 1s a public test | sti saw, «leaver, Knife boom-
of skill between two men of professed erang, tomahawk and screw-driver
oceuit power, The test generally con- | Durga is really a number of images
sisis of trying to lift from the ground Joined in l'.‘i"'- Sroup,  Amans them
s spell ungd object, as a | being a son who is a war &eity, and
s I . I'lie T ancther who is financial secratary to
! themseives opposite each | the The group inclodes the
Oother at an eqgual distance from the| birds an imals which the zod ie,
L ish y approach and pre- | The herself is a
L 1 to h the power hold ren len Va 200
i Rt I 1 st hize S | renus p 1 1 th fi |
: selves with holy | =ecretary a rascalle rat, This
1=hies called a rasi becanse he huas the un-
An invisible hut irresistihle force ! fortunate habit of eatinz zall the rain-
seen to drive first one back and then | how gems which are said to be hatehed
1hie I I'hie try dain and again | by the peafowl whicn his brother rides
(EL 1Vl LoWw 1 the obiect bt as
wten fall back i'l:r ;‘.1£]-l'1}'-- " \:- :\“:-Lr-‘-.‘:ll'{il A GLIMPSE OF BARBARISM.
of their Iabor thesir bodies begin to The scene of one of the Pujas is a
twiich with convulsive movements, | glimpse of ancient barbarism Around
SWwedar streams from every pore, and | the image are the prostrate =suppli-
they spit clots of blowd Finally one | cants, the women praying for male
of them falls unconcinus and his op- | children and the men asking the favor
ponent snatches the spell-bound object | of the destruction of their enemies
amiid great confusion. A sickness of | The offerings consist of piles of fruit
several days is supposed to result to | and vegetables, bundles of eloth. pyra-
each of the contestants in a trial of | mids of soaked riee, hillocks of peas
this nature, but in reality it is aland cocoanuts, and hundreds of can-
shameless farce, admirably actad for | dles burning in broad day. On the
the sake of increasing the rispect (‘rfl wirer cirele dogs =it on their haunches
the populace for men ciaiming to have land cats lick their mustaches at the
mystic powers. 1_ of the tempting things piled in
The priests bave been s§p successful | such profusion. '
in inculeating the idea that dnnati---nsl Clouds of incense smoke drift up-
to the gods are necessary as at-’.‘-nchiw.ir"!:: and the ground is stained -.\'-":
ment for all sits. as wel as deliver- | the blood of the goats whose heads
ance from all ills, that there is not al 1ave fallen under the sacrificial sword.
ingle Hindu who does not make 1 Vo | % bhon the bedlam of voires is heard
1o nerform somerhing more or less on- 1 the metallic erash of huge bells and
erous on condition that he is relieved of | the tht mp of Grums. The goats are
iliness or delivered from same predica- | beheadsd one after the other by an
ment in which he masy find himself ‘mmense butcher who is 2 blas '-( and
T RYT —rva fn *ha for—nla a wieasa ~F ﬁ‘:‘l".“? na th'.“ I‘bu‘-m “f Thtln*l-'-rlan-l.

cloth, gold or silver ornaments, pre-

(Continued on Page 7.)
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Clap of Thunder

Children’s and Infants’ Shoes.

N 1ISSES

will be sure to meet

Sizes 8 to 11. Former price 82.75, £2.50,

e 2

820K

to 5. Former price $2.00, $1.75, $1.50;

“Nothing to watch but the road.” The
most practical vehicle

automobiles. Noiseless, odorless,

is built for use every day in the vear on all

and in all kinds of weather. Built to run

protection on inclement davs,

EEIMITED
SOLE AGENTS.
Alexander Young Bulding.

Hichest grade shoe wear for one-fourth,

100 pairs Infants” Tan, Red and Black Shoes. Sizes
now s§oc.

TERMS CASH AND POSITIVELY NO

Manufactarers’ Shoe Co., Ltd.

made, and the pioneer of

AND DOES IT

A leather or rubber top and storm apron give ample”

P P B T e g A
Yon Hamm-Young Co..

Garage Alakea Street.

Out of a Clear Sky

couldn’t be more startling than our Great Clearance Sale of

third

} ne el
one-half the regular price. Every mother is interested and
asking “How can they do it?”

We can and will easily explain when vou come in
Naote the reduced prices, then come earlyv and buyv. You

some of vour friends here

200 pairs Misses” Tan Shoes: lace, button and slippers
Sizes 111-2 to 21-2. Former price $3.735, $3.00, $2.:0
now 7s5c.

300 pairs Chlldrien’s Tan Shoes: lace and buttons only

) ! NOW 50C.

F T

EXCHANGES.

1051 Fort Street
"Phone Main 252

iThe OLDSIMOBILE
&

simplest and

American

speedy and safe.

THE OLDSMOBILE

]

kinds of roads
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Special Sale

2o A Taww

S cents a Ti
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Waity Block

-
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Of the Celebrated

LIBBY’S
CANNED SOUPS

J. M. LEVY & CO.

Telephone 149
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®acific Transfer C
“aCIivic ransier 0.1
WILL CALL FOR YOUR BAGGAGE
We pack, haul and ship your goods and save you money.

Dealers in stove wood. coal and kindlings.
Storage in Brick Warehouse, 126 King Street.

Phone Main 58.




